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The Cameron Appraisal District is a political subdivision of the State of Texas. The Texas Constitution, 
Texas Property Tax Code and the Rules of the Texas Comptroller' s Property Tax Assistance Division 

govern the operations of the appraisal district. 

Mission 
The mission of the Cameron Appraisal District is to discover, list and appraise property as accurately, 
ethically and impartially as possible in order to estimate the market value of all property within the 

boundaries of Cameron County for ad valorem tax purposes. The district must make sure that each 
taxpayer is given the same consideration, information and assistance as the next. This is achieved by 
administering the laws of the Texas property tax system and by operating under the standards of 

• The Texas Comptroller' s Property Tax Assistance Division (PT AD; 

• The International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO); and 

• The Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practice. 

Governance 
The Cameron Appraisal District is governed by a 10 member board of directors selected by the county's 
participating taxing jurisdictions. The Board's primary responsibilities are to: 

• Establish an appraisal districts office; 

• Adopt an operating budget; 

• Contract for necessary services; 

• Hire a chief appraiser; 

• Appoint an Appraisal Review Board; 

• Provide advice and consent to the chief appraiser concerning the appointment of an Agricultural 
Advisory Board; 

• Make general policies on the appraisal district operations; and 

• Biannually develop a written plan for the periodic appraisal of all property within the appraisal 

district' s boundaries. 

To be eligible to serve on the board of directors, a person must have resided within the boundaries of 
Cameron County for at least two years prior to being selected. Directors can serve without term 

limitations. 

The Chief Appraiser is the chief administrator of the appraisal district and appointed by the board of 
directors. The chief appraiser must be licensed as a Registered Professional Appraiser (RP A) through the 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR). 

Members of the Appraisal Review Board (ARB) are appointed by the local administrative judge and serve 
two year staggered terms. The ARB Chair and ARB Secretary are appointed by the board of directors. 
ARB members are limited to three consecutive two year terms. The ARB settles value disputes between 
taxpayers and the chief appraiser. In 2016, Cameron Appraisal District mailed 81,261 notices of 
appraised value and the ARB heard 1 ,302 formal appeals. 



The Agricultural Advisory Board is appointed by the board of directors at the recommendation of the 

chief appraiser and serves to advise the chef appraiser in determining typical practices and standards for 

agricultural activities in Cameron County. In 2016, the Agricultural Advisory Board held 3 meetings. 

Taxing Jurisdictions 
The Cameron Appraisal District is responsible for discovering and appraising all properties, real estate 
and personal property, for each taxing jurisdiction located in Cameron County. Cameron County 
comprises 1,276 square miles and consists of the following taxing entities: 

CITY OF BROWNSVILLE 
TOWN OF BAYVIEW 

CITY OF COMBES 
CITY OF HARLINGEN 

TOWN OF INDIAN LAKE 
CITY OF LA FERIA 

CITY OF LOS FRESNOS 
TOWN OF LAGUNA VISTA 

CITY OF PORT ISABEL 

CITY OF PRIMERA 

CITY OF PALM VALLEY 
CITY OF RIO HONDO 
TOWN OF RANCHO VIEJO 
CITY OF SAN BENITO 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 

CITY OF SANTA ROSA 

CAMERON COUNTY 
BROWNSVILLE I.S.D 

HARLINGEN C.I.S.D 

LA FERIA I.S .D 
LOS FRESNOS C.I.S.D 
LYFORD C.I.S .D. 

POINT ISABEL I.S .D 
RIO HONDO I.S.D 

SAN BENITO I.S.D 
SANTA MARIA I.S.D 

SANTA ROSA I.S .D 
BROWNSVILLE NAVIGATION DISTRICT 

LAGUNA MADRE WATER DISTRICT 

DRAINAGE DISTRICT #1 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT #3 
DRAINAGE DISTRICT #4 

DRAINAGE DISTRICT #5 
EMERGENCY SERVICE DISTRICT #1 
P ASEO DE LA RESACA MUD #1 

P ASEO DE LA RESACA MUD #2 
P ASEO DE LA RESACA MUD #3 
SOUTH TEXAS I.S .D 
TEXAS SOUTHMOST COLLEGE DISTRICT 

VALLEY MUD #2 
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Property Categories 
The Cameron Appraisal Districts contains approximately 207,484 parcels consisting of residential, 
commercial, industrial, utilities and mineral (oil and gas) properties . 

Below is a summary of the 2016 appraisals by category: 

GCC- CAMERON COUNTI' 
Property Count: 207,484 Grand Totals 7/1912016 10:'{)2:30AM 

State Category Breakdown 

I Stat&Codo Description Count Acres Naw Valua Marttal Marttal Valua I 
A SINGlE FAMILY RESIDENCE 11'9,983 $159.983,643 $10,551.507.638 

B MUL TliFAMILY RESIDENCE 4,585 $21,457.805 $709,120.105 
Cl VACANT LOTS AND LAND TRACTS 28,604 $402.485 $81 2,124,678 

01 OUAUFIED OPEN-SPACE LAND 10.267 296,3l 7.9541 $0 $909.321 .748 

02 IMPROVEMENTS ON QUALIFIED OPEN SP 36 $149,703 $3,539,2!37 

E RURAL LAND, ON QUALIFIED OPEN SPA 7,14 1 58,077.5054 $7,757,21 4 $492.010,845 

F1 COMMERCIAl REAL PROPERTY 8,710 $51 ,021 .220 $2,889.692.658 

F2 INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING REAL 180 $1 .051,454 $142,367.438 

G1 OILANDGAS 27 $0 $509.430 

J1 WATER SYSTEMS 4 $700 $5.191 

J.2 GAS DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 43 $0 $11,677.086 

J3 ELECTRIC COMPANY (INCLUDING CO-OP) 369 $0 $569.930.590 

J4 TELEPHONE COMPANY (INCLUDING CO-O 158 $1 .355 $42.629.635 

J5 RAILROAD 164 $0 $56.993.979 

J6 PIPELAND COMPANY 75 $0 $1 4,837.244 

J7 CABLE TELEVISION COMPANY 20 $0 $15.999.280 

J8 OTHER TYPE OF UTILITY 400 $0 $55,673.675 
L1 COMM.ERCIAl PERSONAL PROPERTY 11 ,308 $22,51 1,947 s 1,054,823.665 

L2 INDUSTRIAL AND MANUFACTURING PIERS 638 $0 S783.7n .315 

Ml TANGI.BLE OTHER PERSONAl. MOBILE H 6,920 $6,114,603 $57.760.287 
0 RESIDENTIAL INVENTORY 1,668 $1 ,280.883 $51 ,242.536 

s SPECIAL INVENTORY TAX 32!3 $0 $81 ,351 .068 

X TOTALLY EXBMPTPROPERTY 11,934 $7,257.772 s 1,11 3,052.886 

T·olals 354,395.4595 $278.990.784 $20,419,943,274 
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Exemption Data 
Property owners may qualify for a variety of exemptions as provided by the Texas Property Tax Code. 

The chart below shows the 2016 Exemptions Granted by Jurisdictions. 

2016 E Ch xempt on art 
State Mandated Loal Option 

OVOrti5 & UYOfli5 & 

100"k Disabled Surviving Ovor-65 & Surviving Optional 
TDC Votoran Spousoor Disabled Survivi ng Spouso or Porcontago 
C·odo Taxina Jurisdiction Homes toad Homestead Disability Votoran Homestead Spouso Disability Homestoad 
CBR CITY OF BROWNSVILLE - -· 6.000 

CBV TOIJ\IN OF BAYVIEW ~ .... 
CCB CITY OF COMBES ~ -· 10,000 

CHG CITY OF HARLINGEN ~ 
... • 10,00( 

CIL CITY OF INDIAN LAKE ~ -· 
CLA CITY OF LA PERlA ~ -· 
CLO CITY OF LOS FRESNOS - -· 
CLV CITY OF LAGUNA VISTA ~ 

... 3,000 

CPI CITY OF PORT ISABEL - -· 3.000 20%/5.000 
CPR CITY OF PRIMERA - ... 5.000 s.ooc 
CPV TOWN OF PALM VALLEY - -· 
CRH CITY OF RIO HONDO ~ 

... • 
CRV CITY OF RANCHO VIEJO - ... 5.000 
CSB CITY OF SAN BENITO - -· •5000 
CSP TOWN OF SOUTH PADRE - -· 3,000 • 20%/5,000 

CSR CITY OF SANTA ROSA - ... 
GCC CAMERON COUNTY ~ -· 12.000 • 
IBR BROWNSVILLE I.S.D. - 25,000 10,000 -· 4,620 
IHG HARLINGEN I.S.D. - 25,000 10,000 ... 
ILA LA FERIA I.S.D. - 25.000 10.000 -· 
ILO LOS FRESNOS I.S.D. ~ 25,000 10,000 ... 
ILY LYFORD I.S.D. (Col ected by W llacy) - 25.000 10,000 ... 
IPI POINT ISABEL I.S.D. ~ 25,000 10,000 ... 
IRH RIO HONDO I.S.D. ~ 25,000 10,000 ... 
ISB SAN BENITO I.S.D. - 25.000 10,000 ... 
ISM SANTA MARIA I.S.D. - 25.000 10,000 ... 
ISR SANTA ROSA I.S.D. I## 25,000 10,000 ... 
SAN PORT OF HARLINGEN ~ Does not Collect Taxes ... 5.000 10.000 

SBN BROWNSVILLE NAV DIST - ... 
SPN PORT ISABEL NAVIGATION - Does not Collect Taxes ... 
SC1 LAGUNA MADRE WATER DIST fl## ... 3.000 20%/5,000 

SD1 DRAINAGE DIST #1 fl## ... 
SD3 DRAINAGE DIST #3 fl## ... 
SD4 DRAINAGE DIST #4 fl## ... 
SD5 DRAINAGE DIST #5 fl## -· 
SES C~MERONCOUNTY EMS fl## -· 
SP1 PASEO DE LA RESACA MUD#1 fl## -· 
SP2 PASEO DE LA RESACA MUD #2 fl## .... 
SP3 PASEO DE LA RESACA MUD #3 fill#_ .... 
SPV PALM VALLEY UTILITY DISTRICT fl## -· 
SSR SANTA ROSA UTILITY DISTRICT fl## Does not Collect Taxes ... 
SST SOUTH TEXAS I.S.D. fl## I ... 
STS SOUTHMOST UNION JR COLLEGE fl## -· 
SV2 VALLEY MUD #2 fl## ... 

'*"• Amount dopcnds on Code t ELECTED OPTION PER PROPOSTION 13 

DV1 - 1 0% to 29"h - $ 5,000 

DV2 - 30% to 49"/o - $ 7,500 

DV3 - 50*!. to 69"-' - $10,000 

DV4 -70% to 100%-$12,000 

surviving spouso is grantod samo amount at timo of spouse's doath {section 11..22c) 
I# - 1 00"/oHOMESTEAD EXEMPTION -1 OO"k disabled vote ran, surviving spouse o.f a 1 OO*h disabled veteran who 
mot qualifications at time of deattl & surviving spouse of a U.S. arm service momber who diod on I 
activo duty (soc 11.132} 
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For school tax purposes, the over 65, disability, surviving spouse and 100% disabled veteran residential 
homestead exemptions create a tax ceiling prohibiting increased taxes on the homestead of existing 

improvements. The tax ceilings are adjusted if new improvements are added to the existing homestead. 

In 2016, other taxing jurisdictions allowing the tax ceiling provisions were: 

Jurisdiction 
CITY OF BROWNSVILLE 
TOWN OF BAYVIEW 
CITY OF COMBES 
CITY OF HARLINGEN 
TOWN OF INDIAN LAKE 
CITY OF LA FERIA 
CITY OF LOS FRESNOS 
TOWN OF LAGUNA VISTA 
CITY OF PORT ISABEL 
CITY OF RIO HONDO 
CITY OF SAN BENITO 
CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
CAMERON COUNTY 
TEXAS SOUTHMOST COLLEGE DISTRICT 

Homeowners qualifying for the residential homestead exemption receive a homestead cap that limits the 
increase of taxable value on the homestead to ten percent per year. 

Disabled Veterans 
In addition to the residential homestead exemption allowable to disabled veterans with 100% service 
connected disability, disabled veterans are allowed a general exemption on any property they own based 
upon the percentage of disability rating determined by the Department of Veterans' Affairs. Current 
exemptions based on these ratings are: 

Percentage Disability 
10-29% 
30-49% 
50-69% 
70-100% 

Exemption Amount 
$5,000 
$7,500 
$10,000 
$12,000 
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2016 Certified Market Values 

Entity a Properties a Market a Net Taxable a Tax Ratea 

CAMERON COUNTY £07,484 20,419,943,273 17, 719,457,839 0.407743 -- --
BROWNSVIUE I.S.D 70,983 7,033, 870,915 5,518,136, 202 1.152500 

HARUNGEN C.I.S.D 42,261 4,315,974, 359 3,410,477,416 1.318000 -
LA FERIA I.S.D 9,422 591, 600,666 404, 764,409 1.299100 

lOS FRESNOS C.I.S.D 29, 241 2,450,49 7,443 1,643, 316,682 1.190000 

lYFORD C.I .S.D. 353 23, 734,615 10, 970,700 1.320000 -
POINT ISABEli.S.D 21, 644 3,815, 707,013 3,563,956,518 1.081634 ---
RIO HONDO I.S.D 6,070 443,040, 209 268,006,243 1.479100 

SAN BENITO I.S.D 22, 644 1,493, 119, 651 964,481,923 1.304900 

SANTA MARIA I.S.D 1,847 98, 266,535 51,779,024 1.480000 --
SANTA ROSA I.S.D 3,088 154,805,080 82, 296,806 1.446965 

CITY OF BROWNSVIllE 70,021 7,102,599,265 6, 303, 725,58.8 0.700613 

TOWN OF BAYVIEW 491 68, 989,496 50,010,583 0.250000 

CITY OF COMBES 1, 785 95,005,680 83, 601, 338 0 .7999·44 

CITY OF HARUNGEN 31,501 3,410,523,069 3,032,594,863 0.588827 

TOWN OF INDIAN LAKE 593 13, 936,691 12,883,479 0.7.84482 

CITY OF LA FERIA 4,153 251,515,988 218,458, 662 0.760000 

CITY OF LOS IN DIOS 696 186,443,528 61,656,823 0.432362 

CITY OF LOS FRESNOS 2, 616 224,799, 779 205, 250,4'99 0.715000 

TOWN OF LAG UNA VISTA 2,226 312,963, 39·9 300,092, 364 0.344124 

CITY OF PORT ISABEL 3,237 358, 364,128 315, 266, 637 0.626327 

CITY OF PRIM ERA 2,176 119,447,007 106, 600,187 0 .690020 

CITY OF PALM VAl lEY 808 119,046,280 116, 272,147 0.452541 

CITY OF RIO HONDO 1,152 69,104,853 58,084, 855 0.860600 

TOWN OF RANCHO VIEJO 1,814 260,540,331 250, 638,020 0.450000 

CITY OF SAN BENITO 11,474 764,581,091 652, 733,136 0.728125 

CITY OF SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 9,131 2, 612,584,669 2,520, 610,804 0.3·05640 

CITY OF SANTA ROSA 1, 273 48, 242,149 42,038,585 0.650000 

PORT OF HARUNGEN 50,519 4,926,925,856 4,127, 681,113 -
BROWNSVILLE NAVIGATION DISTRICT 94, 331 9,325, 358,188 8,264,829,321 0.035920 

LAGUNA MADRE WATER DISTRICT 16,812 3,463, 789,421 3, 249, 179,409 0.045020 

DRAINAGE DISTRICT #1 60,804 6, 280, 150,814 5,621, 227,240 0 .030450 

DRAINAGE DISTRICT #3 2.8,045 2, 333, 659, 339 1,854, 729,679 0.14721.8 

DRAINAGE DISTRICT #4 3,065 167, 173, 723 146,496,344 0.041320 

DRAINAGE DISTRICT #5 24,016 1,979,267,984 1,748, 667,951 0.137364 

EMERGENCY SERVICE DISTRICT #1 63, 625 4, 608,835,728 3,449,509,630 0.096746 

PASEO DE LA RESACA MUD#1 405 81,982,773 72,794,436 0.420000 

PASEO DE LA RESACA MUD #2 761 145, 666, 341 132, 311,465 0.420000 

PASEO DE LA RESACA MUD#3 963 106, 212, 251 104, 396, 607 0.420000 

PASEO DE LA RESACA LANDSCAPE & MAI NTENANCE 2,120 331,803,518 308,098,879 0.150000 

SOUTH TEXAS I.S.D 2:07,359 20,417,141,571 18,274, 305,904 0.049£00 

TEXAS SOUTHMOST COU EGE DISTRICT 121,855 13,298, 355, 298 12,156, 781,335 0.158224 

VAl lEY MUD#2 2 320 297 686 516 283 957 759 0.350000 .. 
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